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“Give Now to the Rotary Foundation!”

Rotary Youth Leadership Awards (RYLA) 
– Impacting the World

District 5100 RYLA graduates 
(RYLArians) improve our world 
with the leadership skills gained 
at RYLA.   Some RYLArians travel 
abroad providing humanitarian 
service and their stories have 
moved Rotarians to action initiat-
ing projects to alleviate malnu-
trition in developing countries.  

They are motivated and actively engaged in their local communities.  RY-
LArian teachers return to their schools to motivate students to form Interact 
clubs. They volunteer in organizations that speak for those who cannot – 
such as children in foster care and battered women. They engage in their 
communities, start Rotaract clubs, and they become Rotarians.

Rotary Youth Leadership Awards (RYLA) is a week long event held each 
summer at the Menucha Retreat Center in the Columbia River Gorge.  The 
program is a top notch leadership experience open to up to forty award 
recipients between the ages of 19 and 29, nominated by Rotary clubs in our 

District each year.

D5100 RYLArians are young adults who are independently experi-
encing life.  Our program is designed to help them overcome any lingering 
barriers that may impede their ability to become self-actualized, driven, fo-
cused, and committed adults with the conviction to make a positive impact 
in the world.  RYLA leaves them understanding that true leadership comes 
from within and that leadership is neither a title, nor egotistical; that leader-
ship is just as much of a skill as it is an attitude.  They realize the potential 
within themselves and in others.

Why would your club not want to provide this experience to a young adult 
in your community?  Start now to identify potential candidates in your com-
munity to nominate in the spring of 2009.  Rotary and our communities 
need effective leaders and Rotary needs more RYLArians to help spread 
the Rotary message. 

Lisa Gray

2004 RYLA alumni, Rotarian, and 2009 RYLA Chair
lisa.gray@pacpaperinc.com. 
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Seaside Rotarians 
Don Tool Belts for 
Seniors

The Rotary Club of Seaside partnered 
with NorthWest Senior and Disability 
Services (NWSDS) this summer to con-
struct a wheel chair ramp for an 83-year 
old, mostly housebound member of 
their community.  This man has limited 
mobility and was largely restricted to his 
home for the last 9 months because of 
health issues.  His care was provided by 
his daughter who is also part of the Fam-
ily Caregiver staff at NWSDS.  The ramp 

was designed by the man’s daughter who 
has a background in landscape.  NWSDS 
provided $300 of the $673 needed to 
purchase the supplies and the Seaside 
Rotary Club contributed the rest.  Rotar-
ians broke out their tools and tool belts, 
rolled up their sleeves, and provided the 
labor to build the ramp and rails and got 
the job done.  This project is part of the 
club’s annual program to assist seniors in 
their community.  

“Hands on” projects are great fellowship 
opportunities, help build team spirit in 
a club, provide a warm sense of accom-
plishment, and an opportunity to provide 
“Service with Pride”.  It is also a great 
opportunity for a photo op.  A project 
similar might be just the right thing for 
your club for “Rotarians at Work” Day, 
April 25, 2009

Charles A. Dice
Rotary Club of Seaside

Exchange students Eva 
Peters (Germany) and Kathi 
Hartmann (Austria) with 
Elizabeth at the Round Up.

Eva and Kathi in an old 
Chinese underground jail.

Eva and Kathi with Native 
American dancers.


