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Story Submitted by Jim Beazley
WELCOME by President John Cordeiro

PLEDGE & THOUGHT
Howard Haupt eloquently reflected on the MEANING of our memorializing epic
events like 9/11. Howard recalled the sense of community at last night’s dedication
of the Napa’s memorial. He spoke of the contribution of efforts by so many
Rotarians like George Nielson. Of the great presentation by Brad Wagenknecht, of
the efforts by Mike Murray and others. Because this was the 12th anniversary of
the attack, Howard pointed out a new generation of our children weren’t even born
when it occurred. We memorialize for them; not just 9/11 but other epic events in
our history: Pearl Harbor, Gettysburg, Hiroshima and the end of WWII. We need
to teach our children and grandchildren that the important things are the lessons
learned. And through these rituals of remembrance we gather as community to
celebrate all that is good even as we remember the bad things that occurred. For
while we have been changed by the bad, we are reminded that we are surrounded
by good people constantly striving to make our community and world a better
place.

SONG: Ron Driscoll led us in “America!” in honor of the 9/11 anniversary.

Visiting ROTARIANS:

Michael Basayne introduced Dr. Doug Fownes and Christine Schiek from Fond
du Lac, Wisconsin.

No GUESTs OF ROTARIANS:

STUDENT OF THE MONTH:

Cathy Dickey introduced our September 2013 Valley Oak High student of the
month, Dominic Roldan and the Valley Oak Vice Principal, Maria Cisneros.
Dominic’s Rotarian Sponsor was Linda Glass.

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

President John started with the reminder that next week (9/18) Todd Walker
will be hosting us at his home at 1531 Andrea Circle for a social with our
District Governor who will be at the club the next morning. He also told us that
there will be a Rotary Foundation meeting in Santa Rosa on 9/21.

I forget who told us about this, but there will be a Golf Tournament on 9/25 at
Silverado Country Club benefiting Molly’s Angels.

Brad Wagenknecht informed us he will lead the team distributing dictionaries at
Brown’s Valley Elementary at 10 a.m. tomorrow. If you could help show up 15
minutes early and check into the office.

Chris Craiker broke the news that Robert Mutert will be leaving our club as he
is moving back to his home town of Chicago. More about this from Mr. Mutert
himself in Happy $$$.

ROTARY JOCKER:
Leona informed us the pot is just shy of $600 and called ticket number…it
doesn’t matter what the number was because it was held by Denny Mosher
(again!) Denny has had more shots at the Joker’s pot than Ralph Nader at the
Presidency. And like Ralph, lost, again.
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Robert Mutert told us it was “goodbye for now,” saying he would always think
of Napa as his home. He and his wife and their child will be going to Chicago to
join his very large, extended family there. Robert was generous with both his
remarks and donations by giving $50 to the club and $50 to wherever I wanted
it to go, in my case the Club Endowment fund. A standing ovation reflected how
we all felt and feel about Mr. Mutert.

Colleen Clark urged us to go to a performance this weekend at the Napa Valley
Playhouse (Riverpark Shopping Center) Fri, Sat or Sunday to watch “The
Complete History of Comedy, Abridged.” And to mark the first meeting of her
Mock Trial team she donated $40.

Al Bahn, just back from a couple of weeks in Kauai donated $100 to Pathway
Home.

Charles Bogue donated $20 to wherever Rob Hampton would like it to go as
thanks for the great emergency dentistry Dr. Hampton afforded him following a
crown wreck.

Mike Campi, in the longest “Mea Culpa” since Hugh Grant apologized on David
Letterman for cheating on his hot wife, explained why he’d been absent and how
he was “distributing” his “won wine”…and paid $100 to his PHF.
Howard Haupt gave $25 to his grandson’s PHF.
Mike Parness donated $50 to George Nielson’s PHF (or to wherever George
would like it to go) for George’s never-ending work and support to make the
Napa 9/11 memorial a reality.

PROGRAM:

Mike Murray explained in detail the differences between Rotary International’s
Paul Harris foundation fund and our own Napa Sunrise Endowment fund. In a
nutshell, the PHF dollars are collected by the club and sent on a seemingly
one-way journey to Rotary International. For us to get a share of those donated
$$$ for an international project WE would like to contribute to, or start to fund
is an increasingly arduous process. The Napa Sunrise Endowment was started
back in 2001-2002 with seed funding of $25,000. That fund now has grown to
over $181,000 after member contributions and events like Evening at Monticello
and an investment return of 6% (this year alone). With the Sunrise Endowment
our club’s board has donated to Cycle for Sight, Project Hope, the Napa 9/11
Memorial, Project Hope, the Dictionary Project just to name a few.
Mike went on to suggest we come up with a strategic plan on how to spend this
growing source of funding in our community and for projects internationally.
Think of it as local decisions for our local dollars. Or think of it as another way
we at Napa Sunrise Rotary can make a difference in OUR world. More on this
subject to come for sure!

