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NEWSLETTER, DECEMBER 8th, 2013
Inside This Issue
Last Call for Events at
Asbury
Publicity for the Club

Last Call for Events at Asbury
th

Our Meeting Last Week (continued)

On December 12 , at 1:00, our Santa
Clauses and elves will greet residents and
staff of Hermann Wilson Health Care Center.
We have the Santas, but there might still be
openings for elves. See Winfree.

Winfree reported on our events at Asbury
(see above), Ken on help with Character
Counts, and Tom on the Secret Santa
activity. He said we needed to start working
on our next two small fundraisers.

At 7:00 p.m. that evening, Rotarians and Cub
Scouts will lead carols in the Kindley
Assisted Living building. The scouts will
deliver hand-made Christmas ornaments.
Come and join in the fun.

Tom said that Jheni would be installed as a
th
member on December 10 , if she could
attend that luncheon

Out Meeting Last Week
Short Editorial: Rotary
Club Committees
Classification Speech by
Desiré Banse

Publicity for the Club
Events
th

Dec. 10 : Luncheon in
the Hilton, 12:15 p.m.
Club Assembly.
th

Dec. 12 : Play Santa and
lead holiday songs at
Asbury Methodist Village.

Articles written by Cristina about the
inaugurations of our Interact Clubs in two
high schools were published in the monthly
district newsletter. With text and photos, we
had a half page, 12% of the space. This is
good for our club and for Interact in general.

Our Meeting Last Week

th

Dec. 19 : Luncheon in
the Hilton. Program to be
announced.
Dec. 19th: Last day for
members to deliver gifts
for Summit Hall students
th

Dec. 26 , Luncheon in
the Hilton. Program to be
announced.

rd

On December 3 we gathered in the usual
place and went back to our former type of
meal service. It met our requirement of
speed.
Our guest was Celeste Balsam of Xcalibur
Title and Escrow. The members were all
pleased to meet her. We also had a visiting
Rotarian, Sarah Torrence from the BethesdaPotomac Rotary Club.
President Tom gave Diana a President-elect
pin, which we guess makes her elite status
even more official.
Tom let his enthusiasm show and banged on
the bell, as new member Dylan figured out
how our 50-50 raffle works. That might mean
that he will win it all the time.
Diana mentioned the forthcoming overnight
trip to hob nob with members of the Carroll
Creek Rotary Club. We don’t think she was
serious about making it a pajama party.

When Ed took over as acting Sergeant-atArms and abolished all fines, except one for
him, two members who had come late
disobeyed him and paid up, anyway.
Sarah had a Happy Dollar because Tom had
bought her a drink at the Foundation Dinner.
Georges had one for a dinner invitation and
Eileen because her twins were turning 15.
There were others for Thanksgiving dinners,
Desiré’s talk, etc.
Tom offered a buck for an important visitor to
his store. Ed said he had been to the store
five times and had not seen Tom, to which
Tom responded, “I see you coming.”

Editorial: Rotary Club Committees
As with most organizations, the work of
Rotary is done in committees. Our club has
several, and each is important. If they do not
function well, the club’s work does not get
done.
Unfortunately, we do not have a strong
committee system. It is up to club officers to
name a chairperson for each committee and
provide supervision, within the bounds of a
volunteer organization.
Each committee chairperson should prepare
a simple plan and budget and recruit other
people, members or non-members, to help in
carrying out the plan.
Each club members who is not an officer
should be on at least one committee. Any
member who is not on one should look at the
options and become involved, ASAP.

Classification Speech
by Desiré Banse

Classification speech (continued)

The 4-way Test
Of all that we think, say
and do:

Some people get paid for giving speeches.
Desiré could be one of them. It was that good.

Is it the truth?
He started where his life started, in a village in
Burkina Faso in West Africa. In his primary
school, there were 110 students and 1
teacher.

Is it fair to all concerned?
Will it build goodwill and
better friendships?

His grandfather had three wives, well, maybe
not all official ones. His father had a Master’s
degree in agriculture but chose to live and
work in his village. His mother was less
fortunate; girls could not go to school in that
place and time.
Desiré admitted to being a rebellous kid but
did not have time to give us many examples.
He was sent to a boarding school in the
country’s capital but soon left -- too much
regimentation, we suppose.Still, he earned a
college degree and was among the first in his
country to do so.
When he went to the Ministry of Education to
ask for money to study in France, the
automatic answer was “no,” but he traveled
anyway and obtained financing two months
later. He took on Computer Science, starting
from a very low base, and did well. He went
on to graduate school in France.
After a year in grad. school, Desiré accepted a
job in Luxembourg. Not long after that, he
went with friends on a trip to the Solomon
Islands, sleeping in parks and generally
having a good time. Also he took a two week
bicycle ride through Germany.

Will it be beneficial to all
concerned?

Club Leaders
Later, he saw an advertisement for an
internship in the USA to work on electronic
language translation, applied for it, and was
accepted. He did well and was offered a
full-time job by the National Institute for
Science and Technology, NIST.
Burkina Faso has about 60 native
languages, and Desiré speaks 2 of them in
addition to French, English ad Italian.
In France, he was part of a group that
helped rural communities in his home
country and in India. Now, he works with an
organization called Friends of Burkina Faso,
which helped set up a computer center in a
village and installed a DSL line to bring its
users in contact with the world.
In Rotary, Desiré sees an opportunity to
help more people as well as make friends
and enjoy himself.
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