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Tis the Season…. By Crown Financial Ministries
For families and individuals dealing with tighterthan-usual budgets, the
upcoming Christmas season may bring on feelings
of stress and “not
enough” instead of
peace and goodwill.
Buying gifts on credit
and promising yourself that you’ll pay off
the debt “as soon as
possible” only compounds an already
stressful financial
situation. Here are a
few tips to help you
avoid the regret of
after-Christmas bills
and add to your joy
this holiday season.
Make a budget: Predetermine how much
you will spend on
Christmas. Pray
about your decision
and then stick to it!

Watch out for the “little
things”: Factor in the
unusual expenses such
as special meals, hostess
and teacher gifts, wrap-

ping paper, etc. Don’t let
the little things blow your
budget.
Share your blessings!:
Commit to giving a portion of your Christmas
budget to a charity or
your church.
Plan ahead: Purchase and mail out-oftown presents at least
two weeks in advance
to avoid rush delivery
charges.
Remember what really matters: Christmas isn’t about the
number of presents
under the tree. Focus
on the gift of Christ
and teach your children the true meaning
of Christmas. Establish traditions that include spending time
together and doing for
others.

Upcoming Programs
December Programs…
December 7th Gary Oehmke, Mike Cooter of the Derby Policy Department will speak
on identity theft. Mike is currently the SRO officer at the Derby High School.
December 14th Dana Quigley, The Derby High School Madrigals will perform for the
club.

Are Kids Really Afraid of Santa..
She was elegant, in a red-and-black velvet dress bedazzled with sequins. Her patent leather Mary Janes glinted in the glare of shopping
mall lights. She was tugging at her tights. At the ripe old age of 3, Ava Azara was already a "cover girl," and she knew it. But, there was no
airbrushing here.

"That's me," she said proudly, her tiny finger pointing at the cover of a book called, "Scared of Santa: Scenes of Terror in Toyland." The
cover shot shows a screaming child in the throes of a super tantrum, being restrained by a very worried looking Santa Claus.

The traumatized girl in the photo is a far cry from the smiling girl who is now displaying her scary Santa past.

That was two years ago. It was Ava's first introduction to the Big Man in Red.

"As soon as Santa was in sight, it was instant screaming," Ava's mother Jamie explained.

"The panic set in, and she started to scream, but it was a great picture," added Ava's dad, Scott. "Smiling pictures happen all the time, a
picture like that is once in a lifetime."

Ava is one of the hundreds of terrified children featured in the book.

It is a compilation of Christmas memories that some parents would rather forget.

But what makes Santa so scary? "Not many men these days have beards," explained Denise Joyce, who co-authored the book.

"Or red suits," added fellow author Nancy Watkins. "Scared of Santa" is an offshoot of their popular holiday feature in the Chicago Tribune. A few years ago, the pair began soliciting holiday photos from readers. The response was overwhelming.

"We got hundreds and hundreds of pictures," said Joyce, who explained why taking young children to visit Jolly Old St. Nick, often ends
in disaster. "The kid is sweaty, he's waited in line for hours," she said. "And then you get up there, and all of a sudden ... there's this big,
loud guy in a red suit. It's the perfect recipe for a meltdown."

It was, for Calvin Proskey. The energetic 3-year-old with a shock of curly reddish hair and a missing front tooth has had nothing but troubled run-ins with Santa.
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Are Kids Really Afraid of Santa Continued...
The kid is sweaty, he's waited in line for hours," she said. "And then you get up there, and all of a sudden ... there's this big, loud
guy in a red suit. It's the perfect recipe for a meltdown."

It was, for Calvin Proskey. The energetic 3-year-old with a shock of curly reddish hair and a missing front tooth has had nothing
but troubled run-ins with Santa.

"We took him with high hopes we'd get a great picture for Christmas cards, and he was fighting and crying and screaming and
thrashing," explained Calvin's mther Sara. Both visits are documented in a pair of pictures in the book -- two consecutive years of
holiday horror. Does Calvin's mother worry that Santa is inflicting psychic damage?

"Absolutely not. I think it's material for a lot of laughter and jokes ... and every year we'll bring the photos out," said Proskey.

"We've yet to hear from a single person who told us they have lingering issues about Santa, and they're seeing a therapist about it,"
Watkins added. "My perception, with two kids, is that one out of every two kids is afraid of Santa," said Joyce.

Her daughter loved Santa. Her son, not so much. What else have the authors learned?

For one, twin boys are more likely to scream than twin girls. Also, a festive outfit in no way guarantees a festive photo. And Santa
isn't always jolly. "I've been kicked, got a bloody nose, the kids thrashing back and, like, pow, right in the nose," said the Santa in
the photo booth at the Shops at 900 Michigan Avenue in Chicago. "And thank goodness we have spare Santa pants upstairs, cause
I'd be sitting here wet."

He's spent the past 34 Christmas seasons wearing the red suit. Despite the peril, this year both Ava and Calvin's parents were willing to try again. Ava clutched her dad's hand, but eventually made her way onto Santa's lap for a photograph. Calvin was a bit
more tentative. His mother finally convinced him to sit on Santa's knee. "Say macaroni and cheese," Santa urged.

Eventually, Calvin made a wide smile, showing off his missing front tooth. The photographer snapped a picture. In the end, both
walked away with two happy Christmas memories ... almost. "Alright, finally a smile, look at that," remarked Calvin's mom, Sara.

"I don't like my tooth," Calvin replied.

"I know you don't like your tooth," she said, "but that's a nice picture."
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Derby Happenings…..
Derby Holiday Parade Set for December
1st, 2012
Derby Operation Holiday-Derby is celebrating its 28th year helping individuals and
families at and below poverty level in the
USD 260 school district.
December 13th is the Chamber Luncheon.
December 1st and 2nd, 2012 is Winterfest at the Woodlawn United Methodist
Church.
Trains and More Trains is coming to the
Derby Public Library. November 29th thru
December 2nd.
Santa’s Village at the Derby Public Library.
December 2nd, 2012.
Ice Skating in Central Park, December 1st
and December 2nd.
Nativity Display St. Mary Parish Church
December 1st and December 2nd.

Fabulous 15 for 2012 Shopping
1) Doc McStuffins “Time for
Your Checkup” Doll

8) Nickelodeon Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles Secret
Sewer Lair Playset

2) Fisher Price Jake and the
Never Land Pirates (Jake’s
Musical Pirate Ship Bucky)

9) Yvolution YFiker F1 Flow
Series Scooter

3) Lalaloopsy Silly Hair Star—
Harmony B. Sharp

10)Hot Wheels R/C Terrain
Twister

4) Furby

11)Lego Ninjago Epic Dragon
Battle

5) Gelarti Designer Studio
6) Leap Pad 2 Explorer
7) Micro Chargers Time Track

12)1D Collector Dolls
13)Skylanders Giants Starter
Pack

14)Tabeo
15)Wii U

Derby Rotary Business
There will be no Club
Mee4tings on December 21st
and December 28th. We
hope everyone has a very Merry
Christmas and a Happy New
Year!

HOLIDAY SOCIAL
th

Our December 14 meeting will be held at the Community
Room at the Derby Public Library at noon. The Derby High
School Madrigals will be performing as our program. Spouses/
guests are invited to attend.

